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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request For

State Building Commission Action

April 2003

Project 02F2N

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh

2. Request:  Requests authority to construct a Scott Residence Hall and Gruenhagen Conference Center Elevator Renovation project at an estimated total project cost of $1,462,000 of Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T550).

3. Description and Scope of Work:  This project will renovate four passenger elevators in Scott Residence Hall and four passenger elevators in the Gruenhagen Conference Center.  Renovation of each elevator will include replacement of DC motor/generator sets with new electronic solid state AC motor controllers, drive motors with new energy efficient AC motors, and existing elevator control panels with new programmable control panels along with the door operating systems, push buttons, sensing devices and over-speed devices.  Elevator cars and doors will be refurbished.  New electronic card access controls will be installed.  One of two elevators in each tower will be connected to emergency power per current high-rise life-safety code.  Elevator modifications will be ADA compliant and meet all building code requirements.  

4. Justification of the Request:  Gruenhagen Hall and Scott Hall were constructed in 1966 and 1967 respectively as single student residence halls.  Scott Residence Hall provides housing for 1,164 students.  Gruenhagen was converted to a conference center in 1975 and provides 29 conference rooms and night lodging for 975 guests.  Both approximate 234,000 GSF facilities consist of two ten-story towers connected by a main floor plus basement commons area.  There are two elevators in each tower.  The elevators are heavily used by residents, visitors and building services staff, and are critical to disabled student residents and visitors who are dependent upon them for access to all floors in each building.

The existing cable type elevators are driven by electric motors.  The controls use relay logic and a DC generator/DC motor to provide the variable speed necessary for acceleration/deceleration of the elevator car.  The elevator doors on each floor have mechanical locking devices and electrical limit switches to insure that they only open when the car is at that floor.  Presently, the elevators do not have any access controls or security features that are required to enhance security and provide access control for residents.  New access controls will allow greater monitoring and control of building movement.

Since 1994-95, the cost of elevator maintenance has increased from $2,000 to $5,000 per month.  Wear and tear over the years has progressed to the point that ordinary and preventive maintenance programs cannot keep pace with elevator deterioration.  A complete elevator system inspection and renovation will keep the elevators operating safely and dependably.  In addition, the new programmable control panels will assist staff in identifying problems and help track repairs.  These microprocessor-based control systems will be connected to the fire alarm system.

This project will be phased over a two-year period to minimize disruption involved with the elevator installation and to coordinate construction with the new fire alarm and fire sprinkler systems that will be installed in these facilities under a separate project.  The two elevators in the south tower of Gruenhagen Conference Center will be renovated between November 2003 and February 2004.  The two elevators in south tower of Scott will be renovated during the summer of 2004.  The two elevators in the north tower of the Gruenhagen Conference Center will be renovated between November 2004 and February 2005.  The two elevators in the north tower of Scott Hall will be renovated during the summer of 2005.  

Current room rates for residence hall occupants average $2,278 per year.  A repayment schedule for the elevator work will require a $45 per year, per student fee increase to the residence hall rates. 
5.
Budget:

1.
Construction
$1,190,000

2.
Architectural/Engineering Fees
100,000

3.
DFD Management
52,000
4.
Contingency 
__120,000
5.
Estimated Total Project Budget
$1,462,000
6.
Previous Action:  None.
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