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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request For

State Building Commission Action

April 2003
Project 00H2W
1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Request:  Requests approval of the Design Report and authority to construct a Scott Residence Hall and Gruenhagen Conference Center Fire Sprinkler Systems project at an estimated total project cost of $4,891,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T560).

2. Description and Scope of Work:  This project will install a fire protection system and replace the fire alarm system in the 620 resident rooms and related areas in the north tower, south tower and commons area of Scott Hall.  It will also provide a fire protection system and replace the fire alarm system in the 29 conference rooms, 400 guest rooms and related areas in the existing north tower, south tower and commons area of Gruenhagen Conference Center.  The fire protection system will include the installation of a sprinkler system and installation of an electric motor driven fire pump for each building.  The existing 40KW generators will be replaced with new 350 KW emergency generators to provide the additional capacity to serve the new fire pumps and to serve one of two elevators in each tower to meet current national electrical and high rise life-safety codes.  Electrical services will be upgraded.  The sprinkler system will meet the requirements of the National Fire Protection Association’s Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems (NFPA-13).  Sprinkler piping will be installed above acoustic tile ceiling in the commons area and concealed behind metal soffit panels in other areas.  
Fire alarm work will include replacement of the exiting relay based hard wired zoned system with a micro-processor based multiplex system.  A new control panel will support manual pull stations, smoke and heat detection, audio/visual signal alarm devices, sprinkler flow sensing/annunciation and an elevator recall function.  Audio/visual signal devices will be installed in all public spaces to meet ADA code.  The system will also support a two-way fire fighters phone system required for high rise structures and one-way voice annunciation function to aid in building evacuation during fire or weather emergencies.  The fire alarm systems will be tied into the campus central reporting network. 
3. Justification of the Request:  Gruenhagen Hall and Scott Hall were constructed in 1966 and 1967 respectively as single student residence halls.  Gruenhagen Hall was converted to a conference center in 1975.  Both approximate 235,000 GSF buildings consist of two, ten story high-rise resident towers built around a central single story plus basement commons area.  At the time of construction, state codes did not require fire sprinkling and the emergency generator only needed to serve the fire alarm panel and the egress/exit lighting.  

1999 Wisconsin Act 43 requires that UW System residence halls with a height in excess of 60 feet shall have fire sprinkler systems installed by January of 2006.  The installation of the proposed fire protection systems will bring these buildings into compliance with the law and will provide needed fire protection for the 1,240 residents who live in Scott Hall and the 800 guests attending the Gruenhagen Conference Center.

The fire alarm systems in Scott and Gruenhagen Conference Center date back to the original building construction rendering them obsolete.  The technology has greatly improved moving from mechanical pull stations and relay panels to dependable solid state panels.  Modern fire alarm systems include methods of reducing false alarms, are very energy efficient, have power back-up internally and require little maintenance in comparison to the original systems.  The new systems will provide greater security for the facilities when they are not occupied and will meet all codes.

This project will be phased over a two-year period due to minimize the disruption involved with the installation of piping and fire alarm raceway.  The work in the south tower and infrastructure work in the commons area of Gruenhagen Conference Center will be completed between November 2003 and May 2004.  The work in the south tower of Scott Hall and the infrastructure work in the commons area will be completed in the summer months of 2004.  The work in the north tower of the Gruenhagen Conference Center will be completed between September 2004 and January 2005.  The work in the north tower of Scott Hall will be completed during the summer months of 2005, with an August 2005 completion date for the entire project.

Current room rates for residence hall occupants average $2,278 per year.  A repayment schedule for this work will require a $137 per year per student resident hall rate increase which will be phased in over several years.  The repayment schedule includes annual rate increases of $27 in 2003-04, $55 in 2004-05 and $55 in 2005-06.  
5.
Budget:  

	Construction:
	$3,956,200

	A/E Design Fee:
	280,500

	DFD Management:
	158,300

	Contingency:
	   496,000

	Estimated Total Project Cost:
	$4,891,000


4. Previous Action:  None.
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