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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

September 2002

Project No. 00C5A 

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Madison

2. Request:  Requests authority to waive s. 16.855 under s. 13.48(19) to accept a single prime contractor bid for the Genetics/Biotechnology Building Addition, which was previously authorized at an estimated cost of $27 million ($18 million General Fund Supported Borrowing-BioStar and $9 million Gifts and Grants).

3. Project Scope and Description: This project includes an addition to and remodeling of the Genetics/Biotechnology Building at 425 Henry Mall on the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus.  The 52,367 ASF/90,732 GSF addition will be constructed at the east end of the building along University Avenue.  The project also includes demolition of the ROTC Building at 1402 University Avenue, which is currently underway.

4.
Justification of the Request: The Genetics/Biotechnology Building Addition project is the first of four “BioStar projects,” a major component of the UW-Madison’s capital plan for the coming years. In short, BioStar will allow UW-Madison to keep pace with the explosive growth in biotechnology research, and maintain its national leadership in the biological sciences. The BioStar program was initially a 10-year building program, but funding for the program was accelerated under the budget adjustment bill passed by the Legislature and signed by Gov. McCallum last month.  

This project is scheduled for bidding this fall with multiple prime contracts.  The bids for General Construction are due October 17; and the Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing bids are due October 29. Given the highly sophisticated HVAC, electrical and telecommunication systems going into the building, as well as the necessity to be able to enforce a date of completion with a sole point of responsibility, a single prime contract is preferred.  Should this project fall behind schedule, the completion of the entire BioStar program within the accelerated time line will be in jeopardy.  Approval of the single prime contract at this time will preserve the October 29 bid date. 
5.
Project Budget:  $27,000,000

6.
Previous Action:

December 2001 
Approved the Design Report and granted authority to demolish the ROTC Building at 1402 University Avenue; and construct the Genetics/Biotechnology Building Addition project at an estimated cost of $27,000,000 ($18,000,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing-BioStar and $9,000,000 Gifts and Grants).
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