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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

October 2002

Project 00L1B

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Requests release of $383,000 of State Building Trust Funds – Planning to prepare preliminary plans and a Design Report for an Ullsvik Center Remodeling project.  

3. Description and Scope of Project: This project will remodel approximately 74,800 GSF of space and improve and upgrade the infrastructure within the existing Ullsvik Center to accommodate administrative and support services, visitor, alumni, Foundation, and outreach functions.  Existing program revenue supported meeting, dining, support, and art gallery functions for the most part will not be remodeled but will have building code and infrastructure improvements made to allow continued use of these areas.  The planning and design process will determine the full scope of work and identify the scope and cost for phased implementation.

4.
Justification of the Request:  When the Ullrich Hall Renovation project was proposed for construction as part of the 1999-01 Capital Budget, the State Building Commission approved a planning effort that would identify suitable space for the University’s administrative staff currently located in converted dorm space, and recommended the development of alternatives that would include Ullrich Hall, Ullsvik Center and other buildings.  Since then, planning approval has been received to renew Ullrich Hall to provide needed general assignment classrooms and house the Computer Science Department.   In addition, a study was completed and led to the determination that the Ullsvik Center could be adapted for the administrative functions.  The study also suggested that portions of the building might need to be to be demolished and replaced to properly accommodate functions.  Significant remodeling and renovation would need to occur to address functional needs, infrastructure deficiencies, accessibility barriers, and building code upgrades.


Brigham, Garner, Royce and Warner Halls are former residence halls that have been converted over the years to house administrative functions.  While the central campus location of these facilities is ideal for student and walk-in traffic, they are difficult to find for visitors and other off-campus users.  The overcrowding, which is particularly severe in Brigham Hall, compromises effectiveness, traffic patterns, efficiency and morale.  In addition, these administrative buildings now house more employees than the buildings were originally designed to accommodate.  Visitor-parking spaces are limited at the heart of campus.  The campus currently lacks a “front door” for potential student, parent and other visitors.  The Ullsvik Center is located on a prominent, easily accessible site at the corner of campus, where ample parking is available.  

This proposal is a request for planning funds to remodel approximately 50,200 ASF/ 74,800 GSF of the 100,256 GSF Ullsvik Center, portions of which were constructed in 1957 as a Student Union.  Recent completion of the new Student/Technology Center provides an opportunity for reuse of a major portion of the Ullsvik Center and decompression of existing campus administrative spaces.  Within Ullsvik, the plumbing, heating/ventilating, and electrical infrastructures in the building are original construction.  These mechanical systems are beyond their useful lives and are no longer serviceable.  The infrastructure, which was installed to accommodate student union uses, is not suitable for the intended office and instructional uses.  Exterior windows are original, do not seal tightly, and are not energy efficient.  Asbestos containing materials are present and will need to be abated.  Current building codes do not allow for the conversion of the Ullsvik Center for office use without making fire safety improvements, including adding fire sprinklers, fire separation walls, and exterior fire department access lanes.

Planning funds are being requested at this time to identify alternative scenarios and cost estimates to construct and fund a phased Ullsvik Center Remodeling project that will relieve administrative space constraints.  Construction funding for the first of two phases will be sought as part of the University’s 2003-05 Capital Budget.  

5.
Previous Action:  Included in the 1999-01 Capital Budget as part of the planning for the Ullrich Hall Renovation project.


January 19, 2000
The State Building Commission approved release of $150,000 of State Building Trust Funds – Planning for a Computer Science/ Classrooms/Administration project (Ullrich Hall Renovation) at UW‑Platteville that included identifying suitable space for administration in Ullrich Hall, the Ullsvik Center, and other buildings.
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