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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request For

State Building Commission Action

November 2002

Project 00H2X

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Request:  Requests approval of the Design Report and authority to construct a Towers Residence Hall Fire Sprinkler System project at an estimated total project cost of $1,971,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T560).

2. Description and Scope of Work:  This project will provide fire protection for the 648 resident rooms and related areas in the existing north tower, south tower and commons area of Towers Hall.  Work will include the installation of a sprinkler system and installation of an electric motor driven fire pump.  An upgraded electrical service will be provided and a new 200KW emergency generator will replace the existing 40KW generator to provide the additional capacity to serve the new fire pump and to serve one of two elevators in each tower to meet current National Electrical and NFPA 101 Life-Safety codes.  The sprinkler system will be installed to meet the requirements of the National Fire Protection Association’s Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems (NFPA-13).  Sprinkler piping will be installed above acoustic tile ceiling in the commons area and concealed behind metal soffit panels in other areas.  Sprinkler flow sensing and an elevator recall function will be added to the existing fire alarm control panel.

3. Justification of the Request:  Towers Hall was constructed in 1967.  It consists of two, ten story high-rise resident towers built around a central single story commons area.  At the time of construction, state codes did not require fire sprinkling and the emergency generator only needed to serve the fire alarm panel and the egress/exit lighting.  

1999 Wisconsin Act 43 requires that residence halls with a height in excess of 60 feet shall have fire sprinkler systems installed by 2006.  The installation of this fire protection system will bring the complex into compliance with the law and will provide needed fire protection for the 1,350 residents who live in the two towers.  


This project will be phased over a two-year period due to the disruption involved with the installation of piping.  The south tower sprinkler work will be completed during the summer months of 2003.  The infrastructure common to both towers and the sprinkler work in the commons area will commence in the summer of 2003, and be completed by January of 2004.  The north tower sprinkler work will be completed during the summer months of 2004, with an August 2004, completion date for the entire project.

Current room rates for residents average $2,270 per year.  A repayment schedule for this project will require a $40 per year per student fee increase.

5.
Budget:  

	Construction:
	$1,546,600

	A/E Design Fee:
	120,700

	DFD Management:
	71,200

	Contingency:
	   232,500

	Estimated Total Project Cost:
	$1,971,000


4. Previous Action:  None.
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