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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission

November 2002

Project 00F2E

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2.
Request:  Requests authority to increase the project budget for the Living and Learning Center project by $158,500 of Residual Program Revenue Supported Borrowing for a revised total budget of $1,110,500 ($834,600 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T705) and $275,900 of Residual Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T990].

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  This project will construct a 7,800 GSF Agriculture Living and Learning Center at the UW-Platteville Pioneer Prairie Farm on a site between the East Farm and the Beef Farm.  This single-story, wood-framed structure will be constructed with a pitched hip roof and brick and vertical siding.  The facility will contain twelve guest rooms to provide short-term lodging for 24 visitors.  Shared bathrooms will be located between every two bedrooms.  Other spaces in this facility will include a kitchen and lounge/dining area, a study/meeting room, and an informal outdoor dining/activity area.


Exterior development will include construction of a new well and septic system, extension of electricity from the main utility, and development of a small parking area to supplement existing roadway parking.

4. Justification of the Project:  The Agriculture Living and Learning Center project was authorized for construction by the Board of Regents in October 2001, at a total project budget of $952,000.  Bids received on October 15, 2002, resulted in costs that exceed the authorized budget.  The project Architect has reviewed the costs with the low bidder to determine if cost reductions could be made.  All of the suggested cost reduction changes would result in a facility with less desirable features and construction, therefore, it was determined that an increase in funding was the most reasonable option. 

The Living and Learning Center will provide lodging where farmers and other agriculture professionals can stay while studying ideas and methods being demonstrated at the Stewardship Farm.  Agricultural scientists who come to the Stewardship Farm to participate in the on-going applied research or environmental monitoring will reside in the Living and Learning Center for the duration of their activities.  A similar farm in the Netherlands that is being used as a model for UW‑Platteville’s Stewardship Farm has 10,000 visitors per year. 

A secondary, but very important, use of the Living and Learning Center will be to provide a place for various UW-Platteville student, faculty, and staff groups to conduct retreats, seminars, workshops, and other overnight activities.  The Living and Learning Center will be sited a few miles from the campus in a park-like area that was the former homestead site at the Pioneer Prairie Farm.  This setting will complement the intended use of the Living and Learning Center and related activities.  It will also help to further integrate the Farm and the campus.  


The Agriculture Living and Learning Center, along with another new facility, the Agriculture Technology Center, are crucial to the teaching and dissemination purpose of the Stewardship Farm.  Overall, the construction and operating costs of the Living and Learning Center will be borne by user fees.  Based upon projected revenues and expenses, the University is confident that the Living and Learning Center will be self-supporting.


It is anticipated that construction of the Agriculture Living and Learning Center will start in fall 2002, and be completed in early spring 2003.  A similar schedule is planned for the construction of the Agriculture Technology Center.

5.
Budget:


Construction
$882,000


A/E Design & Other Fees 
70,100


EIS Consultant
6,000


DFD Management  
37,600


Contingency
40,000


Movable Equipment
63,000


Telecommunications
9,000


Percent for Art
       2,800

Estimated Total Project Cost
$1,110,500

6.
Previous Action: 


June 28, 2000
Authorized the release of $20,000 State Building Trust Funds – Planning  to hire a consultant to complete a program statement and prepare a design report for the $830,000 Agriculture Living and Learning Center, as part of Governor Tommy Thompson’s Agriculture Initiative.


March 21, 2001

Recommended enumeration of a four-year Agriculture Initiative, including the Agriculture Living and Learning Center, at an estimated total project cost of $834,600 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing, as part of the 2001-03 Capital Budget.  The project was subsequently enumerated at that level.


October 17, 2001
Approved the Design Report, increased the budget by $117,400 Residual Program Revenue Supported Borrowing and authorized construction at a revised estimated total project cost of $952,000 ($834,600 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing and $117,400 Residual Program Revenue Supported Borrowing).
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