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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

March 2002

Project 02B3Q

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Green Bay

2.
Request:  Request authority to accept a gift of three parcels of land totaling 132 acres located at Point au Sauble on the east shore of Green Bay, Town of Scott, Brown County, from the Wisconsin Chapter of the Nature Conservancy.

3.
Description and Scope of Project:  Approval of this request will permit conveyance of three parcels of land to the Board of Regents from the Nature Conservancy: 1) a 54-acre parcel known as the John M. and John P. Rose Tract, 2) a 68-acre parcel known as the Point Lane Tract, and 3) a 10-acre tract known as Sedge Meadow.  All parcels are located at Point au Sauble on Green Bay, 3 miles north of the campus.  The point is one of the few remaining unmodified estuarine wetlands in the entire Lake Michigan ecosystem.  The properties are mainly lowland hardwood forest and wetlands.  Environmental Assessments conducted by the Nature Conservancy in 1992, 1993 and 1996, with property acquisitions, indicate the properties are free from environmental hazards.  The Nature Conservancy acquired the three tracts for permanent protection during the 1990’s.  John M. Rose donated the 54-acre point projecting into Green Bay.  The estimated value of the three parcels is $175,900 based on appraisals secured by the Nature Conservancy when the Conservancy purchased the land.

The parcels contain deed restrictions to insure the land is preserved as natural area for scientific, educational and aesthetic purposes.  There will be a reversionary clause whereby the land is returned to the Nature Conservancy in the event the University does not use the land in accordance with the restrictions.  The deed for the Rose Tract includes the lifetime right for the Roses to hunt waterfowl on the parcel.  The restrictions will not inhibit but will protect the area for educational and research purposes.

4.
Justification:  Because it lies a very short distance from the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay campus, the Point au Sauble Nature Preserve provides outstanding opportunities for student learning and hands-on research.  Recognizing the great potential for these activities, The Fox River Group, a consortium of seven local paper companies, donated $120,000 in 1999, to the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay for stewardship of Point au Sauble.  Approximately $25,000 of this was used to conduct baseline studies during 1999 and 2000, while the remainder has been used to establish an endowment for long-term management and student research opportunities at the site.  This resource, in addition to staff support from the newly created Cofrin Arboretum Center for Biodiversity, will provide the 

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay with the ability to manage Point au Sauble in a responsible and educationally significant manner.  A website, developed largely with student contributions, already provides ongoing information about research and learning at Point au Sauble.

5.
Previous Action:  None.

