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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

June 2002

Project 00K1C

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2.
Request:  Requests approval of the Design Report and authority to construct a Weeks Hall Addition project, at an estimated total cost of $5,000,000, Gift Funds.

3.
Description and Scope of the Project:  This project will provide for construction of two separate additions to Weeks Hall totaling 25,540 GSF and remodeling of 11,537 GSF to serve the Geology Department’s instructional and research programs.  Construction will consist of concrete frame, masonry cavity walls, membrane roof, masonry, and metal stud and gypsum board partitions.  The site will also accommodate departmental, service, supply, and maintenance vehicles; a new loading dock and lift; and a rock deposit area.  


New space will provide a total of approximately 15,428 ASF.  The Museum addition will contain a drive-under at the basement level to maintain access to the existing loading dock and a one-story, 2,000 ASF museum expansion at the first floor, including 1,550 ASF of new exhibit space and 450 ASF for related offices and storage.


The 13,428 ASF academic addition will be four stories plus a full basement.  Major components will include laboratories, instructional spaces, offices, library expansion, sample repository, and utilities rooms.  The laboratory spaces will provide support and office space for geomicrobiological research.  The instructional spaces will include an undergraduate teaching lab, graduate seminar room, and 78-seat state-of-the art lecture hall.  Office spaces will be provided for faculty, graduate students, post-docs, and visiting faculty.  The primary focus of the library expansion is to provide compact shelving for the library collections.


Remodeling of approximately 11,537 GSF in the library will include replacement of flooring, lighting and ceiling, and conversion of stack space to develop two new study/meeting rooms each with data jacks, an office area, and a computer work area that will be located near the circulation desk so faculty and students can access library holdings.  Some asbestos abatement is anticipated related to piping insulation and the floor tile mastic in areas where the additions will connect to the existing building. 


Alternate bids will be taken for the following:  (1) upgrade and finish 1,479 ASF of shelled-in office space on the fourth floor; (2) add compact shelving in the Sample Repository; and (3) add 120 LF of library compact shelving.  Current estimates for these items total $115,000.

4.
Justification of the Request:  The Weeks Hall Addition project was approved by the Board of Regents and State Building Commission and enumerated at $5,000,000 as part of the 2001-03 Capital Budget.  A full justification was provided at that time.

The Department of Geology & Geophysics is currently housed in approximately 70,000 ASF/110,500 GSF in Weeks Hall.  Construction of Weeks Hall was funded by a private donation from Lewis G. Weeks and completed in 1974.  A second phase, also funded privately, was finished in 1980.  The Department provides instruction and conducts advanced research in mineralogy, geochemistry, geophysics, structural geology, tectonics, hydrogeology, economic geology, geomicrobiology, and materials science. 

Over the last 30 years, the department has made a major transition from largely field-based studies to laboratory-based research.  The most pressing research need has been wet laboratory space for the new Center for Geomicrobiology.  The program is presently squeezed into numerous disconnected makeshift rooms throughout Weeks Hall. 

A new, 78-seat, high-technology classroom will accommodate instructional requirements and provide a needed mid-sized classroom.  A graduate seminar room and undergraduate teaching laboratory will also meet instructional needs.  

The Department's Geology Museum is one of the most visible and highly used museums on campus.  The Museum is noted on virtually all tourist maps and guides to Madison, hosting more than 15,000 visitors and provides 350 educational tours each year.  The museum displays minerals, rocks, fossils, a 6-foot globe, and a walk-through model of a Wisconsin limestone cave.  Major holdings include research collections of ores, as well as extensive collections of Paleozoic fossils from Wisconsin and surrounding areas. Limited exhibition space, narrow passages, and cramped circulation patterns inhibit learning opportunities for museum visitors.  This project will expand the exhibit space along with providing related offices/storage space for the Geology Museum.  

The department and museum also share a sample repository that has been full for many years.  The repository contains over 100,000 rocks, minerals, fossils, and gems, including many valuable or irreplaceable samples of historic and scientific value.  The project will provide space to expand the sample repository, which will consist of additional compact storage units to house collections of rocks, minerals, and gems. 

The Geology Library is one of the largest academic geology holdings in the country and serves over 60,000 patrons per year.  The library is also the Regional Repository for all publications of the U.S. Geological Survey.  There is no compact shelving to house any of the current collection because the floors will not support the load.  Compact shelving will constitute most of the new space, and existing stack space will be remodeled to provide individual and group study spaces, an office, and computer areas for both faculty and students.   New carpeting and furnishings will also be a part of the project. 

The University has confirmed that adequate Gift and Grant monies are in hand to fund this project.  Construction is anticipated to begin December 2002 with completion targeted for September 2004.  Construction is scheduled over a longer period of time than typical for a project of this size because the remodeling must follow construction of the new space, and remodeling will occur during summer months when there are fewer building occupants and minimal conflicts. 

5.
Budget:

Construction
$3,684,700

Hazardous Materials Abatement
10,000

A/E Design & Other Fees
335,800

DFD Management
157,000

Contingency
300,000

Movable Equipment
500,000

Percent for Art
       12,500

Total
$5,000,000

6.
Previous Action:   

March 21, 2001
Recommended enumeration of a Weeks Hall Addition project as part of the 2001-03 Capital Budget, at an estimated cost of $5,000,000 Gift and Grant Funds.  The project was subsequently enumerated at $5,000,000.

G/cpb/capbud/borsbc/msn/0602WeeksHallSBC.doc

6/11/02






