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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

June 2002

Projects 0013Q and 00F2F

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Request:  Requests conceptual approval to accept a gift of a new Swine Center site and facility that will be constructed and funded by the UW‑Platteville Foundation, and authority to use the $1,736,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing enumerated for the Swine/Dairy Center Improvements project to fund a revised Dairy Center Replacement project.

3. Description and Scope:  The UW-Platteville Foundation plans to fund and contract for the construction of a new 11,000 GSF Swine Center on Foundation-owned land that is located near the Pioneer Prairie Farm Dairy Center.  The Swine Center is envisioned as a single-story building with two, bi-level swine housing wings.  The upper levels will provide housing and the lower levels will be designed for animal waste collection and production of compost.  The project will include a composting shed, some visitor parking, and a new access drive to College Farm Road.  The University will utilize the Swine Center and assume all operating and maintenance costs. The Foundation will donate the Swine Center and 30-acre site to the University once all construction cost obligations have been satisfied.  

The revised Dairy Center project will provide for replacement of the existing Dairy Center facilities at the current site in lieu of expanding and upgrading the existing buildings.  A design concept is currently underway to determine the appropriate facilities.   The Swine/Dairy Center Improvements project funding will be used to fund the Dairy Center Replacement project. 

Subsequent approvals from the Board of Regents and State Building Commission will be sought when the design report for the Dairy Center project is completed and when the Swine Center is lien free.

Responsibility for the Swine Center project will be officially transferred to the UW-Platteville Foundation upon completion of the Design Report by the consultant within the next month or so. UW System Administration and the Division of Facilities Development will have the opportunity to review construction plans and specifications prior to bidding and construction.  

4.
Justification of the Request:  As part of Governor Thompson’s 2001-03 Agriculture Initiative, $1,736,000 of state funding was enumerated to replace the existing Swine facilities and expand and update the Dairy Center at UW‑Platteville.  A consultant was hired to develop a project scope and complete a Design Report for the Swine/Dairy Improvements project.


Preliminary investigations and visits to other university and private agricultural facilities led to a proposal for construction of a two-level swine/composting facility.  This design features a specially constructed lower floor which forces air up through a mixture of dry organic material and the animal waste to produce compost.  In addition, preliminary planning related to the inadequacies of the Dairy Center indicate that the cost to expand and improve the existing milking parlor and free-stall barn would far exceed the original cost estimate and would not result in an acceptable facility.  

To serve this important Dairy program and deal with the funding dilemma related to the higher cost of replacing the Dairy Center, the UW‑Platteville Foundation has provided the opportunity to use all existing funds for the Dairy Center Replacement project by assuming full responsibility for design, construction and funding of the Swine Center complex.  To accomplish this, the UW‑Platteville Foundation has received commitments from various financial institutions to do so.  An agreement between the University and UWP Foundation will be developed to assign responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the Swine Center to the University until the construction debt is fully paid and ownership of the Swine Center is officially transferred to the University.

5.
Budget:  A budget for the Dairy Center Replacement project will be developed and submitted for Design Report approval and construction authority.

6.
Previous Action: 


March 21, 2001

Recommended enumeration of the Wisconsin Agricultural Stewardship Initiative affecting both UW-Madison and UW‑Platteville, at a total of $7,488,200 ($3,234,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing, $1,589,200 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing, $1,000,000 Stewardship Funds, $900,000 Gift Funds, and $765,000 Agency Funds).   The Swine Center/Dairy Improvements project for UW-Platteville was subsequently enumerated at $1,736,000. 


May 16, 2001

Authorized the release of $25,500 Building Trust Funds-Planning to complete Program Statements and prepare Design Reports for two Agriculture Initiative projects at UW-Platteville, including $18,500 BTF-Planning for the Swine/Dairy Improvements project.
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