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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action


June 2002

Project 00F1T

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests approval to increase the scope and budget of the Centralized Fire Alarm System Project for the Eagle Heights apartments by $271,575, for a revised total project cost of $546,575 Program Revenue Cash-Housing Funds.

3. Description and Scope of the Project: The requested scope and budget increase will provide for the installation of smoke detectors in each bedroom in the 701-705, 800, and 900 series of the Eagle Heights complex.  This work will be done in addition to the previously authorized installation of a centralized fire alarm system for these units.  

4.
Justification of Request:  In June 2000, the State Building Commission authorized the preparation of a fire alarm system master plan to replace and upgrade the Eagle Heights fire alarm systems and begin installation of a centralized fire alarm system in the 700, 800, and 900 series of the Eagle Heights complex. A recent interpretation of the Department of Commerce Fire Code by the Madison Fire Department and the project consultants led to a determination that smoke detectors should be installed in each bedroom in these units.  
The master plan was completed to determine the best means of upgrading the existing pull‑station equipment and install additional pull stations at more convenient and accessible locations.  The planning effort included a review of the existing heat and smoke detection systems for the 700-900 series and the 100 through 600 building series.


The 701-705, 800, and 900 apartment units are commonly referred to as the “snowflake” buildings due to their irregular, curvilinear footprint.  These two-story buildings were built in a combination of 4-plex and 6-plex units connected with breezeways and a common roof.  Each apartment contains two or three bedrooms.  The units share common basement space, and have at least one pull-station fire alarm, located next to one of two stairways.  The location of the pull-stations in the basement areas is inconvenient should a fire occur on the ground or upper level.   This arrangement does not meet current code requirements.

In addition to the basement pull-station, each apartment currently has a smoke detector in the living room area.  The base scope of this project provides for the installation of a covered pull station and audible device per apartment and the replacement of 396 existing smoke detectors.  The requested increase will provide for the installation of a smoke detector in each of the 816 bedrooms.

The requested $546,575 budget is based upon bids received for this project on April 23, 2002.  Six bids were received, ranging from a low of $432,095 to a high of $852,500, with an average bid of $604,217.  The University has provided confirmation that adequate housing revenues exist to fund this project.  Approval of this request will enable the full project to be started this summer.  A future request will be submitted when the schedule for installation of a centralized fire alarm system and smoke detectors has been developed for the 100-600 and 706-708 Eagle Heights building series.

5.
Budget: 


Previously
                    
Authorized
This Request




Construction
$207,000
$432,095

A/E Design & Other Fees
17,000
35,475

Master Plan
25,0000
25,000

DFD Management
9,0000
18,700
Contingency
    17,000 
    35,305
Total Budget

$275,000
$546,575
6. Previous Action:
June 28, 2000
Authorized preparation of an Eagle Heights Apartment Complex Fire Alarm System Master Plan at a project cost of $25,000, and
installation of an Eagle Heights Centralized fire Alarm System-Phase 1 project at $250,000, for a total project cost of $275,000 Program Revenue-Cash.
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