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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

June 2002

Project 02E3F

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire

2. Requests:  Requests approval of private sector construction for food service facilities in the Davies University Center.

3. Description and Scope of the Project:  A new food service vendor, Sodexho, has been awarded the food service vending contract for the institution.  As a part of this contract, the vendor will renovate the first floor food service area (formerly Burger King) of the Davies Center.  Work will convert this area to a market place concept offering several trade named food venues including a Blimpie’s Subway.  Additional work may be conducted within the first 15 months of the food service contract upon approved by appropriate student and administration groups.  Some of these modifications may require minor electrical, plumbing and exhaust system modifications.  

The vendor will contract and pay consultants and contractors for all design and construction work.  In each case where design and construction by the private sector is proposed as part of the service contract, final plans and specifications will be reviewed by the Division of Facilities Development, System Administration, campus staff, and where applicable, will be submitted by the vendor to the Department of Commerce, Building and Safety Division, as required by Administrative Code, prior to commencement of any construction activities to insure that the work complies with State of Wisconsin standards.  The vendor will pay all required submittal fees.


Ownership of the equipment will revert to the University upon completion of equipment installation with the exception of trade/logo signs and colors.  The University does, however, have the option to require the vendor to remove the equipment.


The remodeling of food service areas in the Davies Center is part of a multi-year contract to operate food service on the campus.  Other campus facilities will include the Hilltop Center, Crest Wellness Center, and the Haas Fine Arts Center.  Other work may follow at these other campus facilities based on future proposals from the vendor and approvals of campus administration and the student senate committee responsible for food services.  

It is anticipated that the remodeling of the food service areas in the Davies Center will be completed this summer for the start of the fall 2002 semester.

4. Justification of the Project:  The original Davies University Center was constructed in 1959 with additions in 1964, 1976 and 1991 for a total of 130,067 GSF.


The Davies University Center is the primary campus dining facility for students not on a contract meal plan.  In addition, it is the primary area on campus for faculty and staff to eat. Dining service revenue is derived from a commission paid on cash and point sales.  

In the spring of 1999, students conducted a study to determine if an expansion of the Davies Center was necessary and, if so, what program areas needed to be expanded or renovated.  The result of that study indicated that 70% of the students surveyed indicated that food service was the most important.  


The Davies Center food services areas were last renovated in 1990 and are in need of a facelift.  At that time, the Burger King area was not remodeled.  The last remodeling in the Burger King area was in 1987.  Although initially a flourishing operation, the Burger King area has been experiencing diminishing success.  Since students are more health conscious and want more options and variety, the popularity of Burger King has lessened significantly.  The food service contractor has proposed that this location become a venue serving a wider variety of sub sandwiches, salads, and deli foods.

5.
Budget:  No state or university funds are involved in the proposed remodeling.  The amount of capital improvement dollars that the successful contractor will be investing in the Davies Center during 2002-03 is estimated at $280,000.  There will be no additional changes to the current rates paid by the students as proposed in the food service contract, outside of the normal quarterly adjustments based on the consumer price index as required by contract.

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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