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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

December 2002

Project 02G1R

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2.
Request:  Requests authority to construct a Medical Science Center Generic Research Lab Renovation project, at an estimated total project cost of $380,000, using Gift Funds (Medical School).
3.
Description and Scope of the Project:  This project will remodel approximately 3,600 GSF of former student lab space on the fourth floor of the Medical Science Center (MSC) into an open, generic wet laboratory.  Support spaces will also be developed in this area to provide offices for two Principal Investigators and three small, enclosed rooms for aquarium and microscope setups.

Existing lab casework and sinks will be demolished, but perimeter walls and windows will remain.  HVAC ductwork, piping, and diffusers will be reused if possible.  Lighting will be relocated as needed.  New sink locations will take advantage of existing plumbing services if possible.  Fire alarm and teledata systems will be reused and supplemented as necessary.

New work will consist of installing high lab benches, two fume hoods, sinks, low bench/desk areas for student workers, partitions around offices and support rooms, and suspended ceilings in the offices and support rooms.  The remodeled areas will be painted, and new vinyl tile floor and base will be installed.

4. Justification of the Request:  This remodeling project will provide additional modern generic wet lab space that can be used to support the research efforts of at least two additional UW faculty members.  The Medical School has a critical need for flexible wet lab space that can be used by faculty for basic molecular biology research.  These labs will be used to support outside funded research initiatives that will help strengthen current areas of excellence within the Medical School and will allow for incremental growth of the School's research activities that occur as a result of new discoveries and the associated opportunities.  A good example of this would be the recent discoveries in the area of stem cell research.

These renovated labs will initially be made available to the campuswide "cluster hiring" program in which outside researchers are sought because of how their research activity can be combined in a strategic way with the current research being done in a number of departments.

The Department of Medical Microbiology has identified two potential researchers whose current research and national standing in their field of expertise represents a very strong opportunity to improve and strengthen a fundamental area of research that will help the Department maintain and increase its very strong standing in the nation.  The long-range plan for this department is to move to new space now being planned as part of the Microbial Sciences Building, which is anticipated for construction during 2003-05.  However, as part of the process of strengthening core research opportunities within this Department, three to four new positions are being recruited, creating the need for additional generic research space.  The long-term use of this generic lab will continue to support outside funded research that will benefit the Medical School and other collaborative research at UW-Madison.

The space to be remodeled is adjacent to the Department's primary location on the 4th floor of MSC.  Approximately 20 years ago, this space was renovated for use as a student lab and was used in this manner for approximately 15 years.  Most recently, the student lab space has been used as short-term study space for first- and second-year medical students, who will be relocated to upgraded replacement space in the MSC.  The Department also has centralized lab support facilities, which are shared by the faculty and private investigators on this floor level.

The University has confirmed the availability of $380,000 in Gift Funds to pay for this project.  It is anticipated that construction will begin in summer 2003 with completion in October 2003.
5.
Project Budget:  

Construction
$270,000

Telecommunications Equipment
    7,500

Special Equipment
    7,500

A/E Fees
  34,000

DFD Management
 12,400

Contingency
  23,600

Movable Equipment
  24,000

Percent for Art
      1,000

Estimated Total Project Cost
$380,000

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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