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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

April 2002

Project 02C3S

1. Institution:  University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

2. Request:  Requests authority to: (a) accept a gift of approximately 12 acres of land, three existing buildings and one new 2-unit cabin from the UW-Stevens Point Foundation at the University owned Treehaven Field Station near Tomahawk, Wisconsin, Lincoln County; (b) permit the Foundation to construct up to three more 2-unit cabins at the Treehaven station at an estimated cost of approximately $180,000 each, gift funds, and (c) have s. 16.855 under s. 13.48(19) waived to permit the UW‑Stevens Point Foundation to undertake the construction of the three additional cabins under terms of a land use agreement with the Board of Regents.

3. Description and Scope of Project:  This gift of 12 acres of land and buildings from the UW‑Stevens Point Foundation will expand and smooth the irregular boundaries of the University owned 6.9-acre Treehaven natural resource and education center near Tomahawk, Wisconsin.  The 12 acres of land to be transferred includes an existing maintenance building, storage barn, small living quarters, and a yet-to-be-constructed 2‑unit cabin.  The consolidated 18.9 acre parcel will be approximately 825 feet by 1000 feet.  The property transfer will occur after the new 2-unit cabin has been completed.


The Foundation will design and construct the first 2-unit cabin during the summer of 2002, and three additional cabins over the next several years on the donated land using gift funds.  The additional cabins will be constructed under the terms of a land use agreement between the UW-Stevens Point Foundation and the Board of Regents.  Construction of all four new 2-unit cabins will proceed only after review and approval of the plans by the University System Administration and the State Division of Facilities Development.  The approximately 1,800 GSF cabins will house UW-Stevens Point College of Natural Resource faculty and staff during 12-week student field training programs required for completion of a degree.  When not used by the College of Natural Resources the cabins will house personnel attending other training programs.  Each cabin will include two bedrooms, bathrooms, and a living space with galley kitchen/dine-in facilities.  The estimated cost of each cabin is $180,000.


The buildings received through approval of this request will be provided with gift funds.  Operation and maintenance of the facilities will be consistent with past and current operating practices.  Normal maintenance and operating costs for buildings will be funded from program revenues while major improvements or repairs have been split funded half program revenue and half general purpose revenues.

4. Justification of the Project:  The current 6.9 acres of land for the University owned Treehaven facility was given to the University by the UW-Stevens Point Foundation in 1984.  The Foundation received the land in 1979 as part of a 960-acre gift designated by deed restriction to support environmental education.  The deed further restricted the transfer of land to the University to no more than 10 acres. The irregular boundaries of the current 6.9 acres of University land was drawn to comply with the 10-acre restriction and to provide for construction of the initial facilities, with three acres in reserve for future needs.  The existing Treehaven Facilities were constructed beginning in 1984 as state projects funded by a combination of gift, program revenue and general purpose revenue supported borrowing.


Two buildings and an addition were constructed by the Foundation on Foundation land following the transfer of the 6.9 acres in 1984.  The original grantor of the property has recently amended the deed to permit up to 20 acres to be transferred to the University.  This land transfer will smooth the irregular boundaries to include the three existing structures, and provide sufficient land for the four new cabins and future construction and utilities.  An environmental audit was conducted of the property to be gifted and revealed no problems in terms of past uses, waste, other environmental hazards.


A long-standing need at Treehaven has been increased short-term lodging.  Although meeting and dining spaces can serve groups up to 150 people, the sleeping quarters have a maximum capacity of 120.  Also, during the twelve weeks of the required summer College of Natural Resources student field training, professors are expected to live on-site.  An existing four-bedroom cottage with shared bathrooms and living space has become insufficient to meet faculty and staff needs.  To address needs, the master plan for Treehaven identifies a site for four two-unit cabins holding up to 32 people.  Non-summer use of the cabins for other activities will generate revenue for their maintenance and upkeep.


A restricted monetary gift has been made to the UW-Stevens Point Foundation to build the first 2-unit cabin.  The first cabin will serve as a model to raise funds for the remaining three.  To enable construction to begin by summer 2002, the Foundation has contracted for architectural services to prepare plans with the understanding that the plans (and subsequent cabins) must be submitted and acceptable to the UW System and DFD prior to bidding.  The Foundation will then accept bids and arrange for construction under the designers’ supervision as each cabin is funded.

5. Budget:  None.
6. Previous Action:  


May 04, 1988
Approved request to accept additional space at the Treehaven Field Station at $230,000 contingent upon DSFM review and approval of the plans and specifications to be constructed by the UW-Stevens Point Foundation under the terms of a land use agreement with the BOR.


August 26, 1986
Approved to change source of funding for 1983-85 Treehaven Field Station Construction of Facilities projected, located between Tomahawk and Rhinelander in Lincoln County, previously-approved $520,000 Program Revenues and $460,000 1983-85 General Fund Supported Borrowing, totaling $980,000, to $120,000 Program Revenues and $460,000 1983-85 General Fund Supported Borrowing, plus $400,000 of Program Revenue Supported Borrowing, also totaling $980,000.


May 23, 1984

Approved the CBR and authority to prepare plans and construct the Treehaven Field Station project at an estimated budget of $980,000 (520,000 PR and $460,000 1983-85 GFSB).


June 22, 1983

Approved release of $13,000 ($7,000 of Bldg. Trust Funds - Planning and $6,000 of Gift Funds) for four minor projects at Treehaven Field Station.

cpb/capbud/borsbc/stp/0402TreehavenLandBldgs.doc
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