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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for 

State Building Commission Action

May 2001
Projects 00F2D and 00F2F

1. Agency/Institution:  The University of Wisconsin–Platteville

2. Request:  Requests release of $25,500 of additional planning funds to complete Program Statements and prepare Design Reports for the following projects at UW-Platteville that are being proposed as part the Agriculture Initiative:

     Campus

       Project


Project Number
Additional Planning
 

UW-Platteville
Agriculture Tech Center                      00F2D
      $ 7,000 SBTF

UW-Platteville
Swine/Dairy Improvements                 00F2F
$18,500 SBTF

3.
Scope of the Projects:  Consultants have been hired to work with UW-Platteville to complete Program Statements and prepare Design Reports that will serve as the bases for project implementation as part of the 2001-03 Capital Budget.  It is important that planning and design efforts continue to enable projects to be bid and constructed as early as possible upon passage of the 2001-03 Capital Budget.  In general, the work will consist of the elements described below.  Preliminary cost estimates are also included.

a.  UW-Platteville

AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGY CENTER






$1,609,000  ($1,000,000 Grants and $609,000 GFSB)  

This facility, to be constructed on the Pioneer Prairie Farm, will serve as a hub for disseminating information to the ag industry.  It will include the necessary spaces and equipment to teach courses, workshops and seminars via the Internet, compressed video and other electronic media.  The focus of training and education will be to help farmers develop environmentally-sound, productive and profitable farming approaches through producer-driven demonstration and research projects.  The facility will also be an important resource for the faculty and students of the School of agriculture, and will allow integration of technology into the curriculum.  The $1 million in grant funds for this facility will be provided through the Department of Natural Resources.  

b.  UW-Platteville
SWINE CENTER AND DAIRY CENTER IMPROVEMENTS






$1,725,000 General Fund Supported Borrowing
This project will involve construction of a new 11,000 sf Swine Center to replace the existing outdated facility.  The existing conditions hamper the School of Agriculture’s attempts to provide meaningful, high-quality instructional, applied research and demonstration programs.  The new facility will enable demonstration of current, innovative and cost-effective production techniques.  The project also involves renovation of the free stall and milking parlor of the Dairy Center.  Obsolete equipment will be replaced and cow travel patterns will be improved.  Modifications will be made to improve ventilation and floor drainage.  

4.
Justification:  In May 2000, former Governor Thompson announced a major initiative geared toward improving the learning and research associated with agriculture, one of Wisconsin’s principal industries.  A month later, the State Building Commission authorized the release of planning funds to hire consultants to complete program statements and prepare design reports.  The amount of the planning funds was based upon typical percentages needed for preliminary planning through the design report stage and did not account for programming costs.  The proposed planning increase will enable the consultants to complete Program Statements and Design Reports as originally intended for scope and budget validation and future construction authorization from the State Building Commission based upon that information.


The Agriculture Initiative, which was recommended for enumeration by the State Building Commission in March 2001, has been developed as a partnership between state government, including the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) and Department of Natural Resources (DNR), various entities of the University System, and the ag industry.  As currently envisioned, this would be a four-year program.  The Initiative has three components:  The Pioneer Agricultural Stewardship Farm at UW-Platteville, Discovery Farms that are a network of private commercial farms where applied research and demonstration projects will take place, and basic research projects done at various UW campuses, most notably UW-Madison.

5.
Budgets:  To be developed.

6.
Previous Action: 

March 21, 2001
Recommended enumeration of the Agriculture Initiative, including the Agricultural Technology Center ($1,000,000 WASI Stewardship Borrowing-Land and $609,000 GFSB), Agriculture Living and Learning Center ($830,000 PRSB), New Swine Center ($1,190,000 GFSB), and Dairy Center Improvements ($535,000 GFSB), all at UW-Platteville, and for UW-Madison, the Soil and Plant Analysis Lab ($771,100 PRSB and $765,000 Institutional Funds), the Integrated Dairy Program at Marshfield ($900,000 GFSB and $900,000 Gifts/Grants).  The Meat/Muscle Science Lab Replacement was also recommended for enumeration in 2003-05 at $20,000,000 GFSB.

June 28, 2000:  
Granted approval to hire consultants to complete Program Statements and prepare Design Reports for the following projects that are being proposed as part of the 2001-03 Agriculture Initiative:

             Campus


Project




    

UW-Madison

Plant and Soil Analysis Lab



UW-Madison

Integrated Dairy – Phase 1



    
UW-Madison

Meat/Muscle Science 




UW-Platteville

Agriculture Tech Center

    
UW-Platteville 
Living/Learning Center


UW-Platteville
Swine/Dairy Improvements
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