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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

March 2001
Project  01D1H

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

2. Request:  Requests authority to acquire from the UW-Whitewater Foundation, Inc., 3 improved, contiguous parcels of land totaling .78 acre at a total acquisition cost of $744,200 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing (T-72).  Total cost includes closing and related expenses in accordance with the provision of Sect. 20.914 Wis. Stats. ($740,400 acquisition plus $3,800 expenses).  These properties are within the campus boundary.
3. Description and Scope of Project:  Acquisition of the three improved parcels at the corner of Starin Road and Prince Street will provide land for the development of a 282 stall parking lot.  Demolition of the buildings on all three parcels and construction of the parking lot is included in the UW-Whitewater West Campus Development Project (Project No. 98I2N).  All improvements on the properties are student rental housing, two being two-unit apartment buildings in fair condition, and a 12-unit apartment building in average condition.  The purchase price is based on the average of two appraisals.  There will be no relocation costs because the closing will occur after all student rental contracts have lapsed.  Environmental Audits suggest Asbestos Containing Materials are present in all three structures though testing has not been completed.

4. Justification of the Request:  The 1994 Campus Exterior Development Master Plan includes acquisition of the subject properties.  These properties combined with adjacent land are dentified as a potential building site, a parking lot, and a pedestrian corridor from the west residence complex to the academic core of the campus.  Three adjacent properties on Case Street were acquired in 1996 followed by the vacation of Case Street by the City of Whitewater.  Case Street was developed into a pedestrian mall in 1996 as part of an earlier Master Plan project.

There are 4,302 parking stalls on campus to address a demand for 7,042 spaces.  Construction of the 282 stall on the subject site will reduce the deficit from 2,740 to 2,458.  The new parking lot will be ideally located on the perimeter of the campus between the academic core and residence halls.  It will be adjacent to a proposed future College of Business & Economics building.  An annual parking fee increase of $7.50 will cover the costs of this acquisition.

The university began negotiations to acquire these properties for parking development in the mid-nineties.  Subsequently the UW-Whitewater Foundation secured the properties to help maximize benefits to the university.  The university funds used to purchase the properties from the Foundation will be gifted back to the university as the major portion of a maintenance endowment fund for the now nearly completed new fieldhouse at UW-Whitewater.

Acquisition of these properties preserves the investment in adjacent properties, and results in ownership of all land in the central area of the campus.  Acquisition of this property is necessary to complete the Exterior Master Plan and to provide more parking to provide parking needed to support the programming in the adjacent buildings, including the Irvin L. Young Auditorium.

5. Previous Action:  None.
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