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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

March 2001

Project 97307

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2. Request:  Requests authority to expand the project scope and increase the budget for the Robert and Irwin Goodman Softball Complex project by $200,000 of Gift funds, for a total revised budget of $1,993,500 ($1,293,500 Gift funds and $700,000 Residual Program Revenue Borrowing).

3. Description and Scope of Project: This project will provide for the installation of six light poles and a total of 68 lamps.  The lighting level proposed will provide for 100 foot-candles (fc) in the infield and 70 fc in the outfield.  Illumination will be confined to the field of play to the extent possible through the installation of glare-control visors and inserts.

Two 70-foot poles will be erected behind the stands, along the infield baselines.  Two 80‑foot poles will be located about 40 feet off the foul line, between third base and the outfield foul pole.  The final two poles (70 feet tall) will be located beyond the outfield fence.

The project also includes adding a new electrical panel at the field and providing wiring from the panel to the light poles.  The existing electrical service at the softball facility has adequate power for the lighting proposed.

4.
Justification of the Request:  This project was enumerated in 1997-99 at $3,043,000 and approved for construction at a reduced scope and budget of $1,600,000.  Field lighting was part of the original stadium design, but was deferred with other items due to budget constraints.  An increase was subsequently authorized to expand seating and toilet facilities, bringing the total project budget to $1,793,500.  Gift Funds are now available to fund the cost of field lighting.


Field lighting is needed to enable the women’s intercollegiate softball team to practice at the field earlier in the spring and later in the fall than is now possible.  It will also provide the coaching staff with more flexibility to schedule team practices later in the afternoon, so they will not interfere with regular class times.  Currently, many players must miss early spring and late fall afternoon practices due to scheduling conflicts with classes.
Field lighting will allow scheduling of more “prime-time” games, increasing attendance at home games.  The addition of lighting will also enable the University to host the WIAA state high school softball tournaments and make the field available for regional NCAA competitions and the Women’s College World Series.

The lighting levels of 100 fc in the infield and 70 fc in the outfield are classified as Class II lighting as defined by the Illuminating Engineering Society.  This lighting level is similar to that being installed at the University of Iowa and University of Nebraska and will allow games to be broadcast for television.

5. Budget:


Previously 
Revised Per 


Authorized
This Request



Construction
$1,517,000
$1,679,000


A/E Design
118,600
131,600


DFD Management
57,900
65,900


Contingency
    100,000
     117,000

Total Project Cost
$1,793,500 
$1,993,500

6.
Previous Action:   

April 23, 1997
Recommended enumeration of a Softball Grandstand Facility project as part of the 1997-99 Capital Building Program at an estimated cost of $3,043,000 Gift Funds.

January 22, 1998
Approved the Design Report and authorized construction of the Women’s Softball Complex project, at a total estimated cost of $1,600,000 ($900,000 Gift Funds and $700,000 Residual Program Revenue Bonding)

May 21, 1998
Approved a request to expand the project scope and increase the budget of the Robert and Irwin Goodman Softball Complex by $193,500 Gift Funds, for a revised total budget of $1,793,500 ($1,093,500 Gift Funds and $700,000 Residual Program Revenue Borrowing).
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