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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2001
Project 01B1Y

1.
Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Parkside

2. Request:  Requests authority to construct a Baseball Stadium Seating and Softball Press Box project, at an estimated total project cost of $58,500 Institutional Funds, and accept Gifts-in-Kind valued at $41,000 for materials, design, and labor). 

3. Description and Scope of Project:  This project will construct a five-tier concrete slab on grade south of the existing baseball field to receive two hundred individual and permanently mounted folding stadium seats and approximately 100 LF of three-rung, 42” high handrail installed behind last row of seating on the new tiered concrete slab.  The top tier will be at grade level near the parking lot and will provide handicapped accessible seating areas.  The uppermost tier will also be constructed to accommodate future construction of a two-story, 640 GSF, concrete block and wood-framed press box and installation of future pre-manufactured grandstand bleachers.  The site will be graded and landscaped to insure drainage away from baseball field playing surface.   Design will be donated.

The project will also construct a flat concrete slab on grade south of the existing softball field to receive a press box.  Design of site drainage and the 640 GSF, concrete block and wood-frame two-story press box will be donated, and construction provided by volunteers with donated materials. The press box will be connected to the existing electrical supply, already extended to the proposed site, for the required lighting and electrical power supply. The project site will be graded and landscaped as needed to allow drainage away from the softball field playing surface. 

4. Justification of the Request:  The baseball field is located in the southern quadrant of the campus, southeast of the Sports & Activity Center and directly east of the outdoor running track and tennis courts.  Seating is not currently provided at the baseball field, so spectators either bring their own lawn chairs, sit on the ground, or stand in the immediate surrounding area.  Attendance has risen dramatically in recent years and averages one hundred or more spectators at each home game, with nearly two hundred spectators at some events.  Attendance is currently free of charge.

The University’s NCAA Division II men’s baseball team is one of twelve members of the Great Lakes Valley Conference (GLVC), and was ranked 28th nationally in 2000 (the team’s first national ranking in Division II).  Entering their fourth season under the current head coach and second season of focused recruiting efforts, the University has high expectations for the team’s success in the immediate future. 


The two hundred stadium seats acquired last year by the University from Milwaukee County Stadium (home of the Milwaukee Brewers), have an estimated total value of $40,000.  The baseball team purchased one hundred of the seats for $20,000 through their own fundraising efforts, and received the additional one hundred seats in exchange for cleanup services at the Milwaukee County Stadium. 

The softball fields are located directly east of the Sports & Activity Center, and directly north of the outdoor running track and tennis courts.  The softball team is scheduled to host the 2001 Great Lakes Valley Conference Tournament, and the new press box will provide the required media and tournament administrative accommodations. 

The University’s NCAA Division II women’s softball team is also one of twelve members of the Great Lakes Valley Conference (GLVC), and were GLVC champions in 2000.  In 2000, the softball team’s coach was named Co-conference Coach of the Year and the team received a bid to the NCAA Division II tournament and progressed to the Regionals.  

5.
Budget:


Construction
$50,000


DFD Management 
3,500


Contingency 
  5,000

Construction Subtotal:
$58,500


Gift-in-Kind Materials, Design & Labor
$ 41,000

6.
Previous Action:  None. 
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