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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action

February 2001

Project 99J4Q

1. Institution:  The University of Wisconsin-Madison

2. Request:  Requests authority to construct a Howard Temin Lakeshore Path Improvements project at an estimated total project cost of $488,400 [$390,720 Wisconsin Department of Transportation Statewide Transportation Enhancements Program (STEP) Grant Funds and $97,680 Program Revenue-Parking Utility Funds].

3. Description and Scope of Project:  This project will improve the Howard Temin Lakeshore Path that is located along the south shoreline of Lake Mendota.  The path is approximately three miles long, connecting the Village of Shorewood Hills and UW‑Madison student family housing on the west to the Memorial Union and downtown Madison on the east.  This project will improve safety for both pedestrians and bicyclists, upgrade the quality of the path surface, help eliminate erosion, and control storm water runoff.  


The scope of the project will include: 

· Redeveloping a portion of the path from Oxford Road to Elm Drive to create two separate paths--one 10-foot paved path for bicyclists and another 6- to 8-foot hard-surfaced path for pedestrians; 

· Constructing improvements (such as regrading) on the east section of the path, from Chamberlin House to the Limnology building, to route storm water away from and/or under the limestone screening surfaced path;  

· Realigning a number of intersections along the entire length of the path to improve visibility and safety for pedestrians and bicyclists;

· Realigning the driveway from Friedrick Center to the Willow Beach parking lot;

· Funding to assist in the design of a future Crew House bicycle/pedestrian bridge;

· Narrowing the entrance to the Picnic Point parking lot and eventual elimination of the parking lot on the northeast side of the path; and

· Providing a safer area near the boat launch by changing the flow of traffic. 

4. Justification of the Request:  The Howard Temin Lakeshore Path holds tremendous value to the campus, alumni and surrounding campus neighborhoods.  Although this path serves primarily as a corridor for bicyclists and pedestrians, many other users find the path to be an ideal place to unwind during the workday.


The Lakeshore Path Advisory Committee was appointed by the Chancellor in 1999.  One of the committee’s major goals is to preserve the path’s scenic beauty and ambience while improving the quality of the path for bicyclists and pedestrians.  During 2000, the committee oversaw the development of the “Report on Howard Temin Lakeshore Path Rehabilitation.”  The report outlines the consultant’s recommended improvements to the path and serves as the Master Plan for the Lakeshore Path. 


Recommendations were reached after the committee met with numerous campus units including the Physical Plant, Athletic Department, UW ADA Coordinator, Bicycle/ Pedestrian Committee, Campus Natural Areas Committee, UW Police and other interested parties.  In addition, two public information meetings were held to receive input from a broad base of faculty, staff, students, and community members at-large.  A web page and e-mail box were also developed to provide opportunities for additional public comment on the proposed project.  The planning process has been a very open and participatory endeavor, and public involvement has been key in defining the final recommendations.


A number of safety issues will be addressed in this project.  Separation of the path on a portion of the west end will minimize conflicts associated with the current shared-use path. The eastern portion of the path will remain as a shared use, unpaved path to maintain the aesthetic character of the site.  Realignment of intersections and driveways will provide visibility and more controlled entrances and exits for the motorized traffic that is allowed on the path.


The existing Lakeshore Path surface is badly deteriorated in places and the current surface drainage system needs to be re-graded to control stormwater runoff.  The section of the path that is surfaced with limestone screening will require continued cleaning of ditches and culverts and the regular reestablishment of path cross slopes.  It is suggested that this upkeep be accomplished through instructional classroom participation, utilizing the lakeshore path restoration as a learning tool.  Due to path settling, the section of the path that is a hard surface will continue to require routine maintenance by University staff.  By handling the surface drainage and controlling the stormwater runoff, the path will become much easier to maintain and safer for both pedestrians and bicyclists year round.


This will be the first authorized project to be undertaken using the Lakeshore Path’s Master Plan recommendations.  The cost to implement all of the current recommendations is estimated at approximately $630,000, excluding improvements to the parking lot behind the Limnology Building that will be implemented as a separate Parking Utility project in the near future.  It is anticipated that a portion of the path improvement work will also be undertaken as part of a future All Agency funded lakewater supply line replacement project.  As additional funding becomes available, other suggested rehabilitation projects along the Howard Temin Lakeshore Path will be implemented. 


The Statewide Transportation Enhancements Program (STEP) is under the umbrella of the Federal TEA-21 (Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century, formerly known as ISTEA (the 1991 Inter-modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act) Program, which requires a 20% sponsor contribution.  Accordingly, $97,680 of Program Revenue-Parking Utility Funds is being used as a match to the STEP grant that was awarded to the University in 1999. 


It is currently envisioned that construction documents will be developed in spring 2001 with bidding and construction to follow during the summer and fall of 2001.  Adherence to this timeframe is important to enable coordination of this work with an approved flood control project that will be implemented this summer to raise the shoreline along the west side of University Bay. 

5.
Budget:

Construction
$363,000


A/E Fees
  37,000


DFD Management
  15,250


Master Plan Study
50,000


Topographic Survey
    5,000


Contingency
    18,150


Estimated Total Project Cost
$488,400

6.
Previous Action:  None.
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