PAGE  
2

THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM

Request for

State Building Commission Action
April 2001

Project 99E1M
1. Institution:  University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

2. Request:  Requests authority to construct a Student Recreation Fields Improvement project at an estimated total cost of $790,000, using Program Revenue Support Borrowing (T-57).
3. Description and Scope of Project:  This project will provide safety and user improvements for seven acres of student recreation space on the northeast portion of campus.  The existing student recreation fields will have the topsoil removed and the high clay content soil sub-base conditioned with sand to improve drainage.  Storm sewers will be extended and connected to a system of six-inch underdrains (drain-tile) and the fields will be crowned to promote proper drainage.  An underground irrigation system will be installed and connected to the city water supply and the topsoil will be screened, replaced, fertilized, and re-seeded.  A number of trees, shrubs, and decorative landscaping will be planted and identity signage provided.  The entire area will be enclosed with a six-foot high, woven-wire perimeter fence.  The sports area will be night-lighted and electrical circuits will be installed to provide power for special events.  An existing hammer throw pad and protective fencing will be relocated.  

A consultant was hired in 1999 to prepare a design and prepare cost estimates for the project.  Add-alternate pricing will be taken to provide a drinking fountain and utility stub-ins for a future concession stand and restrooms.  It is anticipated that the project will be bid in spring, 2002 with all construction completed for use by fall, 2002.

4. Justification of the Project:  During the last ten years, a major building addition and upgrades to varsity sport playfields significantly affected available outdoor space for student recreational sports.  The changes forced relocation of student and intramural activities to a seven acre fill area in the northeast portion of campus.  The fill material has a high clay content that dries slowly in the early spring and becomes rock hard during the summer and fall.  Maintaining quality athletic turf is nearly impossible without irrigation.  Potholes and depressions are hard to fill, which has created such a safety concern that club soccer was suspended and club softball was moved off-campus.  A varsity hammer throw area creates a large amount of divots in the spring and renders a sizeable area unusable for other activities.  Lack of perimeter fencing means that shagged balls regularly roll into adjacent streets, many times followed by players involved in their game and not watching for traffic. 

Despite these conditions, interest and participation in intramural sports continues to grow in number and variety.  In 1996-97, more than 3,000 players signed up for team and tournament play.  When sign-ups are completed this spring, the total for the 2000-01 year is expected to be close to 7,000.  The games played include flag football, kickball, ultimate Frisbee, lacrosse, rugby, and the previously mentioned soccer and softball.  The volume of activity means that events need to be scheduled later and later in the day to accommodate all of the activities.  While October and April temperatures still support outdoor activity, limited sunshine cuts into playing time.  Lighting the fields will extend the available playing time. 

In the summer, the Wisconsin Special Olympics, Portage County Youth Soccer and other community activities also use the fields.  These groups will not directly participate in paying for the improvements, but their user fees will contribute greatly to the support of annual upkeep and long-term maintenance.  Bonds for this work will be paid by a $4 per semester per student segregated fee increase, or a 1.4 per cent increase from the current $284 fee, starting in fall 2002.  Support for this project and fee increase was demonstrated by a 17-1-1 favorable vote of the Student Government Association at their February 15, 2001 meeting. 

5. Budget:
Construction
$600,000

Contingency (15%)
93,000

A/E Design (10%)
69,000

DFD Management (4%)
  28,000
Estimated Total Project Cost
$790,000

6. Previous Action:  None.
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