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The University of Wisconsin System

2005-07 Biennium

Major Project Request

1.
Project:
New Engineering Building

Institution:
UW-Platteville

Estimated Cost:
$25,414,000 Program Revenue Supported Borrowing
2.
Project Description and Scope:  This project constructs a 68, 350 ASF/ 108,100 GSF academic building containing 22 labs, 9 classrooms, and 32 faculty offices.  In response to enrollment growth as a part of the Tri State Initiative, this space is to accommodate the College of Engineering, Mathematics and Science (EMS), and technology-based programs in the College of Business, Industry, Life Sciences and Agriculture (BILSA).  Space will also be provided for the new programs of Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS), Bio-Medical Engineering. 
3.
Background:  For the past several years, enrollment at UW-Platteville has grown gradually and is projected to be approximately 5,600 FTE in by the fall of 2005.  An initiative to increase enrollment to approximately 7,600 FTE by the fall of 2011 has been approved by the Board of Regents.  Known as the Tri-State Initiative, this plan increases enrollment of out-of-state students in engineering and technology-based business programs and gradually expands the number of engineering majors from 1,600 to a target level of 2,600 by the year 2011.  In addition, this initiative creates the new programs of MEMS and Bio-Medical Engineering.
Ottensman Hall was constructed in 1966 to house the physical sciences and to provide engineering labs for an enrollment of 600 engineering majors.  As engineering enrollment has grown, additional space has been developed to accommodate that growth.  In 1973, shell space was converted into engineering lab space.  In 1987, a 20,000 GSF addition to Ottensman Hall was constructed and existing space remodeled to provide additional engineering labs, faculty offices, and student study space, resulting in a building of 100,967 ASF/ 168,829 GSF.  At that time there were 1,600 students majoring in engineering; presently there are 1,750.
4.
Analysis of Need:  Although engineering space has been expanded in Ottensman Hall, the current space is no longer adequate to support the growth that has occurred since the last expansion and changes that have occurred in engineering programs, as they have evolved into areas of higher technology. As a result, a number of academic programs in the building are experiencing a severe shortage of laboratory, student project, support, and storage space.  Because of this current shortage of space, Ottensman Hall does not have the classroom, laboratory, and office capacity to support the 50% growth in engineering to 2,600 majors that is anticipated to occur as part of the Tri-State Initiative. 

Ottensman Hall does not have adequate or suitably equipped space to accommodate the new programs of Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS), and Bio-Medical Engineering. In addition, interdisciplinary programs between the Colleges of EMS and BILSA in the areas of electrical engineering, materials testing and computer graphics currently are difficult to accommodate due to the lack of instructional and project laboratory space.  


By constructing additional engineering space, overcrowding in Ottensman Hall is relieved and space for growth in engineering enrollments is provided.  In addition, new programs are accommodated and space is provided for the efficient delivery of interdisciplinary programs.
5.
Alternatives:  There currently is no excess or underutilzed space on campus that is large enough or suitable for developing into engineering labs.  A study will be conducted to evaluate whether another addition to, and remodeling of, Ottensman Hall is feasible and cost effective compared to building a new facility.

6.
Schedule:
Program Approval
October 2004
A/E Selection
November 2004
Design Report Completion
August 2005
Bid Date
May 2006
Start Construction
August 2006
Substantial Completion
November 2008
Final Completion
March 2009
7.
Project Delivery:  The university may later request the use of alternative delivery methods that would be advantageous to the university and state.

8.
Estimated Costs:
a.
Project Budget Summary:
	
	%
	Cost

	Construction
	
	$19,701,000 

	A/E Design Fees
	8.0%
	1,576,000 

	Other Fees
	
	70,000

	DSF Management 
	4.0%
	843,000 

	Project Contingency 
	7%
	1,379,000 

	Movable and Special Equipment
	
	1,782,000 

	Percent for the Arts  
	0.25%
	63,000 

	Estimated Total Project Cost 
	
	$25,414,000


b.
Impact on Operating Budget:  This building will result in an estimated increase in the operating budget of $493,000 for utilities and maintenance/ custodians.
c.
Fee Impact:  This project is being funded by a tuition premium charged to students through the Tri-State Initiative.
9.
Previous Action:  None.
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